TOr: Eileen 5. Scommes, Depury Adeninisteaear, USDA-AMS-TR-MOE

Room 4007 - 5o, Ag. Swp 0275

PO Box 95455

Washingtan, D 200905456 Docker Mumber TRD-%4-00-2

Dear hls. Scommes,

| am writing mo inform you thac | very much disapprove of the proposed organic standards. *COrganic™ means food
char i3 aur only grown (noa sustamable manner, but also invelves 2 way of living on che planer thar does nac hasm,
The proposed ceganic scandards will render the term “organic completely meaningless, and will alse
eventually put aut of business all thoss farmers which curently embrace the meaning of an eeganic way of life. In
l::l:tltu[;'u::

Section 205.17 lonized Lradiation: Processing Pracrices

This practice is not comparible wich the processing of orpanic food. It desroys vicamins, produces carcinogenic
compounds, and incresses the use of adloactive marecials.

Secrion 205.8 Cenetically Engineered Crganisms

GEDs thauld moet be allowed 6 any pl't:ﬂl! ﬂfﬁl’g‘ani:c f:n:ni.n;g, from seed stock to |:|i.-:||.ug_'i|:|:|-.'| concrols. E':.[I,ng
organic focd is the only way for consumens o avokd this unacceprable pracrice,

Secrion 205.22 Municipal Sludge

Sewage sludge should aot be allowed In oeganie Frming. Sludge can contain up oo §0000 toxic chemecals,

i luding heavy metals These moxic chembcals ot only affect sail life and beneficial insscts, but can be directly
absarbed by the planc. .

Section 203.15 Livestock Living Conditions R

Mllowing the factory farming of animals inte organie management does net e the organic method. Animals
raised crganically should be humanely caised, with acces ta the outdears.

Section 205.14 Livestock Health Care

The routine use of antibiotics should not be allowed for organically raised animals.
Section 203.103 Use of Terms Describing Onganic Produces

The righe of free speech ensures L5 cirizens thar produces reflect che frming condicions. [f product are of
higher qualicy, such as *biodynamically grown,” then consumers have a right @ know.

Cxganie does ot mean: pesiciad livestock feed; che use of growth hormones; synthetic and generically modifled
food addivives and processing aids; toxic “inert"ingredients; and che hazardous pesticide ingredient piperonyl
burtowide.

Based on the glaring inadequacies of chese proposed standards, [ urge you to withdraw the currens progosal for
the MNatioral Organic Standards and resubmic a rule based on the recommendarion of the Natonal Ceganic
Seandards Baard (MOSB), [r is ilkegal for dee USDA o add macerials ro che Mational Lisc char have nor been
approved by the NOSE
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